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teenth century English families who sent their boys to school
usually kept their girls at home under governesses. University
education for women scarcely existed in any shape until Queen's
College, London, was opened in 1848. The subsequent leaders
in the reform and expansion of girls' schools were two women
who combined vision and courage with practical capacity in a
very high degree—Frances Mary Buss (1827-94) and Dorothea
Beale (1831-1906). Both were Victorian evangelicals, with the
strong, almost ascetic, sense of personal duty which that implied.
Miss Buss had started the North London Collegiate School in
1850; and she handed over the property in it to a body of trus-
tees in 1870, thus founding the first public day-school for girls,
which she continued to direct till 1893. Miss Beale had in 1858
been appointed headmistress of the Cheltenham Ladies' College,
a proprietary boarding-school founded four years earlier. Both
of them had in 1865 given evidence before the Endowed Schools
Inquiry Commission, whose reports on the education of girls
attracted wide attention in 1869. The seventies opened, there-
fore, with a strong current in their favour; and following Miss
Buss's transfer of her property the Girls' Public Day-Schools
Company was launched, and began establishing first-grade girls'
day-schools throughout the country, avowedly taking the North
London Collegiate School as their model. The opening under
local auspices of the Manchester High School for Girls (1874)
marks something of an epoch for the north of England. The
development of girls' boarding-schools on Miss Beale's model
came somewhat later.
The greatest difficulty which confronted these pioneers was
the extreme dearth of suitably educated women to appoint as
teachers. There were scarcely any women university graduates
from whom to recruit. London University alone had thrown its
examinations and degrees open to their sex. This eventually,
however, had the important effect that all the provincial colleges,
which under London's aegis developed nuclei of university life
up and down the country, took women on the same terms as
men; and the Victoria University, when formed, continued
doing so as a matter of course. But the seventies saw the move-
ment brought for the first time to the doors of Oxford and Cam-
bridge. In 1869 Emily Davies* founded Girton College at
Hitchin; in 1871 Newnham College, chiefly through the agency
1 Sister of the well-known Broad Church clergyman, J. Llewelyn Davies,

